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5th Sunday of Pentecost 
Proper 8 

Gathering 
Call to Worship 
For the joy and inspiration of worship, 

“we present ourselves to God.” 

For the deepening of faith within this  
community of Christians, 
“we present ourselves to God.” 

For the strength to endure the hard places of life, 
“we present ourselves to God.” 

For the courage to face the unknown future, 
“we present ourselves to God.” 

Let us worship God. 

Prayer of Approach 
Grace-filled God, 
You gave Your people the law, that they may show their devotion to You; You gave Your 
people prophets, that they may learn about You; You sent Your Son to the world, so that 
everyone might know You: 

Open our eyes that we can serve You whole-heartedly,  
so that we do the work of Your Kingdom and transform this world into the world You dream 
it can be. 

We ask in the name of the Holy Spirit, who draws us all to follow You. Amen. 

Offertory Prayer 
As mothers brought their children to Jesus, confident of a blessing, 

so we bring our gifts confident they will be blessed. 

You will accept them, O God, You will use them, and in partnership with them, Your 
community of people here, and far from here, will be a blessing.  

Amen. 
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Listening 
Children’s Time 
Reading: Matthew 10:40-42 (The Message) 

Before sending His followers out to do good 
works, Jesus offers some words of comfort. 
How do these words guide our actions 
today? Who do we accept? 

Questions 
1. Who do you know that is a 

messenger of God? 
2. In what small ways can you start to 

help God’s ministry? 

Sermon 
Reading: Romans 6:12-23 (NRSV) 

Continuing from last week, Paul now looks 
at law and grace. Do we need to follow the 
rules anymore if we’re free from the effect 
of sin? 

Questions 
1. How does this passage relate to the 

Exodus story? 
2. What advantage to we get from 

being “enslaved to God”? 
3. How is God working in your life to 

transform you? 

Serving 
Prayers for Community 
The response is printed on the slides. 

Closing Hymn 
TBD 

Benediction 
Go from here a welcoming people! 

We will welcome the newcomer to our church; 
we will welcome the newcomer to our neighbourhood; 
we will welcome the newcomer to our shores; 
we will welcome those of whom we are suspicious; 
we will welcome those who we take to our hearts; 
we will welcome fresh realities; 
we will welcome new ways; 
we will welcome new hopes and dreams. 

And God will bless you in your welcoming!   

 
 


