TEH NEXT SUNDAY

BYERF EFABE=+49 ENGLISH SERVICE 9:30A.M.

A8 FEAS LEADER: Alice Lui

EiE R PREACHER: Rev. Dr. Alan Lai

F 4 : The Talking Donkeys  MUSICIANS: The Talking Donkeys
we T FEAT READER: Matthew Lui

A F : Givés USHERS: Christopher Tsang

fB4F ¢ FAEH - A L% KIS HOSTS: Anthony & Regina Wong’s family
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TORONTO CHINESE UNITED CHURCH

3300 Kennedy Road, Scarborough, Ontario, Canada M1V 3S8
Telephone / Fax: (416)754-7147 & (416)754-2746

hy2FF EF+—8F CHINESE SERVICE 11:00A.M.

EAE ATHAER LEADER: William Ho
CRCIME S-S L] PREACHER: Rev. Dr. Alan Lai
B % B ORGANIST: Kitty Liu
3% REF(AE TRANSLATOR: Kitty Kwok (Mandarin)
s ¥ : RAsk  REMR USHERS: Charles LeungY.Y. Leung
WAL AR Kay C. Chan May C. Chan
TE BAIE PA SYSTEM: Peter Liu
M4 FTEER POWERPOINT: Amy Ho
BHEBIe€Z= T OFFERING COUNTING VOLUNTEERS
% 25 AN Albert Au Robert Tai
BREASF  EEE¥ Esther Au Claudia Li

REBED - BE—KE
BEHERITHEE  BEH=4KR
Rev. Dr. Alan Lai day off: every Monday.
Regina Wong (Administrative Secretary) day off: every Wednesday

EF B FEIRS
e-mail address
ZR E UNED Rev. Dr. Alan Lai tcuc.lai@bellnet.ca
EHERITHRE Regina Wong tcuc.wong@belinet.ca
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.You are welcome to VISIt our church website at http://tcuc.ca for|

‘weekly news, activities and sermon.
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With Jesus Christ as the Church’s foundation,
and living God’s unconditional love,
we bring the Church to the people and
we bring the people to the Church.

[ K% 4% % TCUC Mission Statement ]
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ENGLISH WORSHIP SERVICE  9:30AM

GATHERING AND PRAISE

GATHERING MUSIC

CALL TO WORSHIP

Come, friends, from every corner of the earth

We come to worship the one who created us and all living things.
Imagine: We bear the face of God to all living parts of creation.

We come to celebrate our place in the vast scheme of creation.

Our God, Maker of the universe, cares about each and every one of us.
We bring our hearts and voices to sing praise to God.

Come, let us worship God.

SONGS OF PRAISE:
“We Bow Dow”

PRAYER OF APPROACH

We gather here this morning in the presence of our Creator and one another,
to pause from our day to day living. We come to take some time in our busy
lives to renew our faith, to reconnect with God, and to know ourselves

loved unconditionally. As this message is reaffirmed in our hearts take us
from this place to proclaim that message to all we meet.

In Christ’s name we pray. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYEKR

Our Father in Heaven. Hallowed be your name,

Your Kingdom come, Your will be done on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,

now and forever. Amen.

PASSING OF THE PEACE
(Wee greet one another in Jesus' name saying "the Peace of God be with you".)

SCRIPTURE READING: Psalm 8
(please follow the projection screen)

SONG OF PRAISE: VU #598
“When Pain of the World”
(Our offering is received during the song)

OFFERTORY PRAYER  (please stand)

Take all we offer you, O God: our gifts, our hands, our hearts.
Use them to help make our world a better place,

to share your love and laughter in gloomy places,

to share your abundance in places of hunger,

and to share your joy around the world. Amen.

(The young people leave for their groups afier the Offertory Prayer)

LISTENING TO THE WORD

SCRIPTURE READING: 2 Timothy 3: 16-17
(please follow the projection screen)

REFLECTION
“The Bible: A Special Book, Part II”’

SONG OF PRAISE: VU #835
“Psalm 113 — Praise to the Lord”

SENTTO LIVE THE WORD

ANNOUNCEMENTS  (please see p. 6 — 8)

M»S FUND TODAY — MINUTES FOR MISSION
“GO!”

PRAYERS FOR THE WORLD

SONG OF PRAISE:
“Jesus, You Alone”

DISMISSAL & BLESSING

God of all loving and kindness, send you light and truth to keep you all the
days of your life. The hands of God protect you; the holy angels accompany
you; and the blessing of the triune God be with you now and always. Amen.

Alfter the sung “Amen” we take a few moments of quiet

We thank everyone who shared their ministries in worship today

LEADER: Robert Tai

REFLECTION: Rev. Dr. Alan Lai
MUSICIANS: The Talking Donkeys
READER: Chauncey Hui

USHERS: Kristen Choi

HOSTS: John & Young Bartlett’s family

AV/SANCTUARY: Matthew Lum/Joanne Chan, Kin Chan,
Simon Fung/Chauncey Hui/Chris Tsang
SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHER: JoAnn Wong
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CHINESE WORSHIP SERVICE
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Leader: Ying Nam Chan
Preacher: Rev. Dr. Alan Lai
Organist: Regina Wong

Translator: Wanda Ho (Mandarin)
Ushers: Edwin Chan  Janet Chan

Paul Lam Margaret Lam

PA System: Peter Liu

Power Point: Wilson To
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ORGAN PRELUDE

OPENING HYMN #218

“We Gather Together”
CALL TO WORSHIP

INTROIT 625)

"The Lord Is in His Holy Temple"

PRAYER

THE LORD'S PRAYER #649)

"Our Father ..."

ANTHEM

“Go Not Far from Me, O God”
(arr by William Stickles)

(Lyric on the projection screen)
Conductor: Timothy Leung

Accompanist: Regina Wong
PASSING OF THE PEACE

RESPONSIVE READING

Psalm 8 (NEB p.615)
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* SCRIPTURE READING

REKEES6-17(#HHIZE304H) 2 Timothy 3: 16-17 (NEB p.304)

vBIFH 374G HYMN #374
TRIESEST "Be Thou My Vision *
Rl SERMON

FERHE - —AHRIAE - B[, “The Bible: A Special Book, Part II”

2B GLORIA PATRI
(BRAEESHERNE)

e

(Hymn book inside back cover)

THRE PARISH CONCERNS

AR THE OFFERING

(BOURIEE B i ERE RS (Donation envelopes are available in the pews for
it S EAREE ) Visitors or those who forgot to bring their own

assigned one.)

JBRAE X Gossin) OFFERTORY PRAYER #644)
FEME R EMRE “All Things Come of Thee”

PAd BENEDICTION

=—%A DOXOLOGY

(FEAEESFHENR) (Hymn book inside back cover)

SEFH319Y RECESSIONAL HYMN #319
TER {9730 "O Master, Let Me Walk with Thee”
Ep g ORGAN POSTLUDE

HEEE BRI R R0 > P BIEE (NT) » IR IEA S G TR R E R R
HY ° Simultaneous translation into Mandarin (switch to M) is available. Please obtain the
headphone or Simplified Chinese Character Bible from the Chief Usher.




A HEi{t DONATIONS FOR SUNDAY FLOWER :
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A HEF] DONATIONS FOR SUNDAY BULLETIN :
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God of love, we pray for Syrian refugees as they flee the war-torn
country sometimes by dangerous routes. While fear and uncertainty
engulf their minds, we pray for their safe journey. Grant them your
protection and support by increasing the generosities of many
countries around the world. We also remember countless numbers of
refugees worldwide who are waiting for places where they can call
home. Let your light shine on humanity in ways that compassionate
hearts and welcoming spirit be lifted up.
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God of wisdom, this is the time many students return to school to
learn and teachers return to teach. Give them clearness of vision and
freshness of thought, and enable all so to train the hearts and minds
of their students that may grow in wisdom and creativity, for the sake
of a healthy humanity and prosperous planet earth.
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Gracious God, look with mercy upon people everywhere who live
with injustice, terror, disease, and death as their constant companion.
Rouse us from our complacency and help us to eliminate cruelty
where it is found and whatever means we are able. Strengthen those
who seek equality for al and grant everyone a fair portion of the
abundance of the earth.

#7301 WELCOME :
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Welcome to our Sunday Service! After 9:30am service please join us
for fellowship and refreshment in the T.H. Chan Memorial Hall.
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Our Sunday School teachers look forward to learning with you

again. 9:30am students will meet in Room 5-6 and in Room

9. 11:00am students will have their own worship service with

Connie Cheung in the Church Hall. Everyone in the ages 2-17 is
welcome to attend.

AR EEES) ACTIVITIES THIS WEEK

4 HTF412:15 e LR FE AR/ INRLAE 1 R

Today 12:15pm The Talking Donkeys’ rehearsal in the
Sanctuary.

2 HTF41:30 B A LR IE R

Today 1:30pm Church Choir’ rehearsal in the Sanctuary.

4 HTF2:15 B B2 4 e P S R S B 5 1T

Today 2:15pm Fellowship Line Dance in the gym.

B — 17:30 MEHRIG BB 5 1T

Monday 7:30pm Badminton in the gym.




&4 8 CHURCH NEWS :

1.

HEBDRAYHEL@DAR%H2 KRS Career Fellowship &

Joshua Fellowship Joint Meeting
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Date: Saturday, September 19, 2015

Place: Church Fellowship Lounge

Program: 6:30pm potluck dinner, 7:30pm discussion & sharing
Topics: “The Bible and the Christian Life”
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Int’l Conference on Christianity & China in 21" Century
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Emmanuel College of The University of Toronto will hold an
International Conference from October 22 to 24, 2015. All are
welcome to attend this exciting bilingual (Chinese and English)
academic conference to hear well-known scholars and church leaders
from China, Hong Kong, the United States and Canada reflect on
contemporary developments in Christianity in China. Keynote
address speaker is Rev. Jamie Hudson Taylor IV, missionary of
OMF International. You may only attend an opening banquet
launching at Skydragon Chinese Restaurant on Thursday October 22,
2015. A ticket for the banquet is $40 each. Fee for the conference

and banquet is $90 each. For more details, please see the flyer
posted on the notice board or speak to Rev. Dr. Alan Lai.
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A MNTF MK EIL Volunteer Needed for the
Church Office
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By the grace of God, many of us come to TCUC with valuable gifts
and blessings to build up the church and help others. If you could
offer approx six to eight hours each week to help prepare the Sunday
bulletin and PowerPoint slides, please contact Regina Wong,

Administrative Secretary, or Rev Dr Alan Lai. You can set your own
schedule and training will be provided.

1 6% # %% Sermon Full Text
BRSSO S B A N B/ MR B2 EE A - PRIt R £ H A
MRE TR GH o AR IR BLER G X — 1 - G5 /E B A0 3R LRI
FT DR S S EIAS -

Rev. Dr. Alan Lai would like to provide his sermon full text in
Chinese for you or in groups to study the Bible. For better printing

enough copies, a sign up sheet is posted on the notice board for those
who are interested to have a hard copy.

¥ % Y169 % 1¢ Mathematics Classes Opening Ceremony
1R e SCE R 2015-20 1648 55 37 B2 47 B 52 BIE B B2 i s I L A
T A HGEBIAN) L8845k FA-2:00/F 1E 5 #R 1T - B aRE
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T.H. Chan Memorial Chinese School Mathematics classes opening
ceremony for academic year 2015-2016 will be held on Saturday
September 19, 2015 at 8:45am and 2:00pm respectively. We offer
Mathematics classes are in “M” & “A” sections with two university
preparation classes of Advanced Functions, Calculus & Vectors.
Please introduce it to your friends and relatives. For details please

contact Chung Shun Chiu, the Principal or Charles Leung, the Vice-
principal.
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LAST SUNDAY’S SERMON SUMMARY
“The Bible: A Special Book” (John 1: 1-14)

The Bible is essentially Jewish literature, composed with Jewish
cultural background and social environment. To understand the Hebrew
Bible, we must understand the early Middle Eastern cultures. Biblical
scholars call it the Near Eastern cultures. To understand the New
Testament, we are bound to understand the political context of the Roman
era. We also need to understand the conflict created with and by the
influence of Greek culture. Language and culture are closely linked and
cannot be separated. Most biblical prophets conveyed their messages
through speeches, they did not write. We speculated that it might be
someone else in another time turning oral messages into writing on behalf
of them. I need to point out, all those writers when they compose, they
were not thinking about writing a book called the Bible. They did not
have the concept of the Bible. They couldn’t imagine one day their
writings were collected to become a well-packed book called the Bible.
At the time when stories were written down, they weren’t the Bible. It
was done later through collecting and editing. Jewish writings have its
own characteristics; they are richly imaginative and creative. Their
authenticity does not limit to whether they are literally true. Writings
could be exaggerated, and stories can be fictitious.

If we find some verses in the Bible that say servants or slaves to
obey masters, these words were not written to address the 18th or 19th
century American slavery. The Bible does not know American slavery. If
we find some verses that forbid women to preach, Paul was not speaking
against educated women today. Apostle Paul was not discussing whether
women could be ordained or not. If we find some verses that say men
committed shameful acts with other men, Paul was not addressing
homosexuality in the 21st century. He was not talking about sexual
orientation. This is our challenge: When we face difficult issues of
today's society, we turn to the Bible hoping to find some light. Sometimes
we get too excited. “Pastor! Find it! Yes! The Bible has talked about it.
Here! Right here!” 1 tell you: What the Bible says isn’t the most
important, how you and I understand what the Bible says is the most
important. Today, we respect the Bible. That is right. But this respect
doesn’t negate thinking. Every time we read the Bible, we need to remind
ourselves we enter a cross cultural experience. The Bible is precious not
because each single sentence is the word of God, that we must obey and
comply. Instead, it is how ancient people in the past showcased their
experience with God to us. It is a record of how humanity met God in a
distanced ancient time. The Bible is a hybridity product produced by

humans and God.
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